1836.]                 EARLY BPIEIT OF THE ABOLITIONISTS.                    525

There were reasons less observed at this moment by the ex-
cellent man who wrote this letter than they were by Mr. "Web-
ster, which made it inexpedient for the United States to seek
the acquisition of Texas. The agitation for the abolition of
slavery was recently begun; and Mr. "Webster had means of
knowing in what spirit it had been begun, by many who had
embarked in it, as well as the nature of the feeling which, it was
to touch in the breasts of the people of the IsTorth. An official
letter from one of the antislavery societies addressed to him
during the winter of 1836, transmitting to him some petitions
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, which,
they wished him to present to the Senate, now lies before me;
and, as the persons who subscribed and sent these petitions were
among his constituents, they had a right to ask him. to present
them. It is quite apparent, however, from this letter, that the
persons who caused it to be written intended to make no allow-
ance for the feelings or apprehensions of the people of the slave-
holding States; that the " Abolitionists " would, under no cir-
cumstances, refrain from pressing their points; that, if it should
be found that Congress was unable, from any restrictions in the
cessions by Maryland and Virginia, to abolisli slavery in the
District of Columbia, they intended to petition Congress to re-
move the seat of government; and that they designed to effect
" the speedy and entire 'abolition of slavery," by the use of
" moral means."1 On all these points the letter was explicit,
and it expressed the desire of the Antislavery Society that their
determinations might be fully known. Mr. "Webster knew,
therefore, that an agitation had begun, which was to aim at a
great organic change in the domestic relations of States which
had never committed this subject to the control of the General
Government, and that this agitation must inevitably make
itself felt in the halls of Congress. Already the blunder had
been committed of calling in question the Tight of citizens to
petition Congress on this subject. Already there were mani-
festations of a purpose to exclude from the public mails, in the
slaveholding States, printed matter in relation to slavery. Two
opposite forces in the opposite sections of the Union were thus

1 MS. letter from  the corresponding   slavery Society to Mr. "Webster, January
secretary of the   Massachusetts   Anti-   13, 1886.